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Aarau, February 2007

The Landistuhl by Hans Coray

Comeback of a legendary Swiss design

It was the centrepiece of the national exhibition in Zurich in 1939 and can be admired in all the world’s major design museums even today. Westermann AG is now resurrecting Hans Coray’s Landistuhl.

It is practical and virtually indestructible, simple and elegant – at a stroke, the design by Hans Coray (1906-1991) of Switzerland convinced the organisers of the 1939 Swiss National Exhibition, a decision they would not regret. The chair, made from what was then a revolutionary material – aluminium – provided so much food for discussion that it eventually became a symbol for the exhibition as a whole.

Even today, the Landistuhl, on view at New York’s Museum of Modern Arts (Moma) among other places, is considered an icon of first-class Swiss design. Its fashionproof aesthetics and sturdy materials make it an ideal all-weather piece of furniture outside and in the home. It in fact anticipated a design trend in furniture – the crossover of interior and exterior use, a topic that is still as relevant as ever.

It was these qualities that led Dimitri Westermann of Aarau to help the practical object d’art make a comeback, a decision that has been vindicated by immense interest among the general public. Incidentally, the new Landistuhl is being produced in close co-operation with Hans Coray’s widow, Henriette Coray.

The production process, which involves pressing the seat shell from two-ton steel moulds, is still the biggest challenge facing the producer. Westermann AG has found a competent partner in Hago Feinwerktechnik GmbH, based in Küssaberg on the German side of the Rhine, its many customers including luxury car maker, Maybach.

Before the new Landistuhl could go into series production, improvements in stability were necessary. It now meets the requirements of the GS label (GS = certified safety). The new manufacturer’s top priority was that stability was improved without making any optical changes. “The new Landistuhl,” says Dimitri Westermann, “is exactly the same as Hans Coray’s original design.” 

The chair can be ordered online on the Westermann AG website, which also has all sorts of related information about it, including film footage on the 1939 national exhibition and Hans Coray. For the latest information you can also visit the Landistuhl blog on the same website.

www.landistuhl.com
More information:

Westermann AG, Postfach, 5001 Aarau, Tel. +49 62 8238361, Fax +49 62 8238362, e-mail: info@westermannag.com






